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The capability of turning fiber-optic cables into seismic sensors has the potential of providing datasets
that “illuminate” Earth processes in a way that would be impossible with data recorded by conventional
seismic sensors. Fiber-optic seismology enabled by Distributed Acoustic Sensing (DAS) technology can
produce continuous and densely sampled data recorded from difficult to access locations and at an
affordable cost.

In my presentation I will focus on the
opportunities for leveraging ubiquitous
telecommunication fiber cables with distributed
acoustic sensing (DAS) to make cities more
sustainable and resilient to climate change.
We can use of “dark fibers” in urban environment
to monitor both human activities above the
surface (e.g. vehicular traffic, urban noise) as well
as possibly hazardous natural phenomena 

occurring in the subsurface (e.g. earthquakes, water intrusion, landslides). DAS data from dark fibers also
enables cost-effective monitoring of structural health of urban infrastructure such as bridges and tunnels.

I will also present the challenges to fully realize these goals and discuss the opportunities for students to
develop and apply their technical skills in signal processing, machine learning, and geophysical inversion
and to lead the development of this exciting new research field that will have an important role in
supporting the long-term sustainability of our cities.


