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ABSTRACT

This presentation will introduce the 
Global Risks related to the water 
crisis and introduce some key 
results of the World Water 
Development Report (WWDR) 2016 
entitled Water and Jobs. It clearly 
demonstrates the linkage between 
water, jobs and economic 
development and the important 
role socio-hydrology has to play to 
inform society and support good 
policy making. Water is an essential 
component of national and local 
economies, and is needed to create 
and maintain jobs across all sectors 
of the economy. Half of the global 
workforce is employed in eight 
water and natural 
resource-dependent industries: 
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, 
energy, resource-intensive 
manufacturing, recycling, building 
and transport. Sustainable water 
management, water infrastructure 
and access to a safe, reliable and 
affordable supply of water and 
adequate sanitation services 
improve living standards, expand 
local economies, and lead to the 
creation of more decent jobs and 
greater social inclusion. Sustainable 
water management is also an 
essential driver of green growth 
and sustainable development.  
Conversely, neglecting water issues 
runs the risk of imposing serious 
negative impacts on economies, 
livelihoods and populations with 
potentially catastrophic and 
extremely costly results. 
Unsustainable management of 
water and other natural resources 
can cause severe damages to 
economies and to society, thus 
reversing many poverty reduction, 
job creation and hard-won 

development gains. Addressing the 
water-jobs nexus, notably through 
coordinated policies and 
investments, is therefore a 
prerequisite to sustainable 
development in both developed 
and developing countries and, 
consequently, addresses directly 
the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 
Developments and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The 
presentation will highlight also a 
few concrete research results from 
the Mekong River Basin, SE Asia.
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