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ABSTRACT .

There has been a surprisingly large number of major
floods in the last years around the world, which
suggests that floods may have increased and will
continue to increase in the next decades. However,
the realism of such changes is still hotly discussed in
the literature. This presentation examines whether
floods have changed in the past and explores the
driving processes of such changes in the atmosphere,
the catchments and the river' systém based on
examples from Europe. Methods are reviewed for
assessing whether floods may increase in the future.
Accounting for feedbacks within the human-water
system is important when assessing flood changes
over lead times of decades or centuries. It is argued
that an integrated flood risk management approach
is needed for dealing with future flood risk with a
focus on reducing the vulnerability of the societal
system.
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